
 
 

 

 

 

     Immediate Release: December 16, 2014 
 

Surrey Organics Biofuel Processing Facility moves ahead 
  
SURREY – Iris Solutions has been selected as the preferred proponent by the City of Surrey to 
finalize an agreement to design, build, partially finance, maintain and operate the Surrey 
Biofuels Processing Facility project. 
  
Once the biofuel processing facility is operational, Surrey will be home to the first closed-loop 
fully-integrated organics waste management system in North America. The facility will convert 
kitchen waste and yard waste collected at curbside into renewable natural gas that will fuel the 
City’s natural gas waste collection trucks. The facility will also produce a compost product that 
will be suitable for landscaping and agricultural applications.  
  
“We’ve reached an exciting and important milestone in our progression towards generating 
renewable energy from our waste,” said Surrey Mayor Linda Hepner. “The City of Surrey is very 
proud to be a world leader in sustainable waste management practices.” 
  
The City expects to finalize a fixed price, performance-based agreement with Iris Solutions in 
early 2015, with design-build activities getting underway shortly thereafter. The facility will be 
operational by late 2016.  
  
The City’s approach to developing this facility is through a public-private partnership (P3), with 
the Government of Canada contributing 25 per cent of the capital costs through its P3 Canada 
Fund.  
  
“Council is pleased to move forward with this exciting and environmentally sustainable 
project,” said Councillor Bruce Hayne. “We look forward to continuing Surrey’s positive growth 
within clean energy industries, as laid out in our Sustainability Charter.” 
  
The facility will be designed to receive and process 115,000 tonnes of organic waste annually. 
When completed, the facility will be the largest of its kind in Canada with a capacity to process 
100% of the City’s organic waste, along with commercial organic waste, helping Metro 
Vancouver achieve its regional 70% waste diversion target. 
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This project is integral to Surrey’s Rethink Waste program launched in October 2012, which 
includes curbside organics collection and a fleet of compressed natural gas waste collection 
trucks. The Rethink Waste program has already led to an over 40% reduction in Surrey’s 
residential garbage sent to the landfill.  
  
To learn more about the project and Surrey’s waste collection services, visit 
www.surrey.ca/rethinkwaste    

  
  
Media Contact: 
  
Robert Costanzo  
Manager, Engineering Operations  
City of Surrey  
Tele: 604-590-7287 
Email: RACostanzo@surrey.ca 
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Surrey Organics Biofuel Processing Facility 
 
The preferred proponent, Iris Solutions, was selected through a two-stage competitive selection 
process—Request for Qualifications (RFQ) and Request for Proposals (RFP).  RFQ and RFP 
submissions were evaluated by a team of leading experts in anaerobic digestion systems, design 
and construction, finance, engineering and other technical areas. 
 
A fairness adviser, John Singleton, was appointed to oversee and monitor the entire 
competitive selection process to ensure that it was fair and followed the requirements outlined 
in the RFP. The report of the fairness adviser is publicly available on Partnerships BC’s website 
at www.partnershipsbc.ca   
 
Members of the Iris Solutions team include:  

• Orgaworld Canada Ltd. 
• Shanks Group PLC 
• Stantec Architecture Ltd. 
• Smith Bros and Wilson (BC) Ltd. 
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